
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of St Stephen’s Residents 

Association, held at 7.30pm on 13th November 2018 in  

St Stephen’s Church Hall 

 
Welcome 

Jennifer Holland welcomed everyone to the meeting, including Councillor Terry Westgate, representatives of the Market Way 

Residents Association and Aaron Thompson. 

 

Apologies 

Harry and Sheila Cragg, Sally Waters, John and Sheila Redwood, Richard Scase, Alan and Maria Thomas, Mary Cunningsworth and 

Sue Langdown. Councillor Graham Gibbens apologised that he would arrive late. 

 

Minutes of the last AGM 

Approved 

 

Matters Arising 

Nil 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Jennifer Holland reported on the activities of the committee over the past year. These have also featured in the RA newsletters. 

1. Jennifer Holland thanked the committee for their support and our Councillors for attending meetings, offering 

assistance and ensuring the RA is listened to. 

2. Graham Gibbens’ members grant funded 13 projects across the district this year. He will be funding 2 new lidded bins 

for St Stephen’s Field, and a new tree for St Stephen’s Court, which should be planted soon.Tony Whiting has cleared 

the area to be planted. 

3. Further covered bins are to be installed on Beverley Meadow. One will be funded by St Stephen’s RA and 3 by St 

Michael’s RA. Spacing of the bins will be addressed. 

4. Jennifer Holland thanked those residents who regularly litter pick in their roads. Sue Langdown attends Canterbury 

Litter Round Table and organised a recent joint litter pick with St Michael’s. 

5. Sally Waters requested additional Enforcement visits to tackle the problem of cars parked outside St Stephen’s Schools. 

3 penalty charge notices were issued between November 2017 and February 2018. 

6. New developments are likely to affect air quality in St Stephen’s and Jennifer Holland wrote on behalf of the RA  on 

these grounds objecting to the Canterbury Riverside scheme. 

7. Engines being left on at the level crossing is responsible for air particulate pollution. The RA has funded stickers to be 

put on bins and walls in St Stephen’s Road requesting drivers to switch off their engines. The Psychology Department 

at UKC is looking at the effectiveness of different methods of attempting to change driver behaviour and may be able 

to analyse whether pollution levels are lower when the bins are out. 

8. Sue Herivel took over the project to plant up the area in front of the almshouses on Manwood Green. A planting session 

was organised and the strip was filled with plants to compliment the cottage gardens. Jennifer Holland requested 

residents’ help to maintain the new bed. 

9. The Arts and Crafts Sale was a success. Pauline Walters has organised another to be held on 24 November 2018. 

10. Ron Walters organised a visit for residents to the Bus Company Island Nature Reserve. 

11. The Open Gardens was once again the highlight of the summer and Jennifer Holland thanked Pauline Walters for 

organising it.Visitors appreciated historical aspects of some of the oldest properties in the area and the day raised £675 

for local charities. 

12. A Bat and Trap evening was shared with St Michael’s and Market Way RAs at the Olde Beverlie. 

13. Following on from last year’s talk by Lauren Baker at the AGM, 20 children and families enjoyed a river dipping event 

at Kingsmead Field. It is hoped that this will be repeated next year, and a rounders match on the field will be 

considered. 

14. Jennifer Holland thanked Jenny Robson and Sue Herivel for coordinating the seasonal activities of the Gardening 

Interest Group. Plans are afoot for 2019, including a spring seed giveaway, a plant swop, a visit to a garden in East 

Kent and participation in the Great Garden Birdwatch. Volunteers are needed to host events. 

15. Jennifer Holland thanked Pauline Walters for her emails to residents and Ian Hancock of Semaphore Computing for 

maintaining the website. 

16. A Data Protection Policy has been developed and Pauline Walters was appointed Data Protection Officer. 

17. Alan Cunningsworth has updated the RA’s financial information via the use of an Excel spreadsheet. 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Alan Cunningsworth) 

At the financial year end there was £2058.54 in the bank and £21.50 in petty cash.. 

The only source of income was subscriptions, and expenditure amounted to approx £700. Pauline Walters had already circulated the 

accounts and a proposed budget to members by email. 

In future Alan will run the financial year from 1 November to 31 October. 

The projected spend for next year is £1360, the major item of expenditure being a litter bin. The projected balance at the year end is 

£1300 and the aim is to hold £1000 as a reserve.  

£50 was donated to the Air Quality campaign. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch Report (Tony Whiting) 

Tony receives crime reports for the local area by email and forwards appropriate information to Pauline Walters for circulation on the 

email system. St Stephen’s remains a low crime area compared to others. 



The main problem of which residents should be aware is the risk of loss of money via a threat that services will be terminated. 

Opportunistic thieves break car windows.  

The police advise the use of security lights, alarms and window and door locks. Car keys should be stored well inside the house, not 

near doors and windows. 

 

Street Reps/Communications (Pauline Walters) 

Pauline Walters thanked the Street Reps for their support during the year and asked members to put up posters for the forthcoming 

Arts and Crafts Fair. 

The lending and borrowing system is now active on the website. 

This year’s membership form will contain a request for permission for the RA to hold members’ data. 

Instead of Open Gardens, next year Pauline proposes to organise a series of Love Gardens events where a volunteer opens their 

garden for residents to get together and enjoy drinks and nibbles. Every few weeks a different garden will be open. 

Pauline continues to send out emails containing information of interest to members, and has 210 people on the circulation list 

 

Election of Officers 

Terry Westgate thanked last year’s committee for their contribution, and particularly Jennifer Holland for her hard work as Chairman.  

The following officers were elected for the year 2018-19: 

Chairman:    Jennifer Holland   

Secretary:    Chris Molony   

Treasurer:    Alan Cunningsworth  

NW:     Tony Whiting 

Membership, Comms and Data Protection: Pauline Walters   

Committee:    Sue Herivel, Sue Langdown, Sue Pratt, Felicity Tasker, Ron Walters 

 

Constitutional Amendments 

The following amendments were proposed and agreed: 

Expenditure above £20 must be authorised by the committee – amount raised to £50. 

One committee member is to be appointed as the Data Protection Officer. 

Nominations to the committee – members of the RA may nominate themselves. 

 

Structure of future AGMs 

Jennifer Holland told members that other local RAs have a different formula for their AGMs, for example sitting round tables and 

enjoying a meal together. Judi Meaden suggested a fish and chip supper. 

By a show of hands, those present indicated that they would prefer to stick to the current format. 

 

AOB/Questions and Answers 

1. Aaron Thompson asked how students can get involved in the work of the RA. SMRARA have Student Community 

Champions. J. Holland is compiling a student leaflet in combination with St Dunstan’s RA. Newsletters are circulated 

to all households twice a year. A resident asked if students could be co-opted on to the committee. Suzanne Ridley 

could possibly help with this. 

2. A member felt that the RA should hold more funds and offer more to campaigns. Another member felt that consent 

should be sought from members to spend their money on campaigns. A third member thought that members should be 

left to respond individually to more distant campaigns. Most of the requests actually come from ACRA and NCFRA. It 

was agreed that in future residents would be consulted before money is donated to campaigns. A majority of those 

responding by email would be needed before money is given to campaigns beyond the local area. 

3. A member felt that the third crossing requested by King’s School for lower St Stephen’s Road would slow the traffic 

further. Graham Gibbens reported that the request had been approved by the Joint Transportation Board. It would be a 

crossing with a beacon situated halfway between the 2 existing crossings (which will remain), and is being funded by 

King’s School. 

4. A resident asked if the multi-storey car park in Station Road West is going ahead. Graham Gibbens reported that it has 

planning permission and work has started on re-routing sewage pipes. The roundabout at the junction with St Dunstan’s 

Street will remain and be reviewed in 3 years. 

 

Speaker: Aaron Thompson, President, Kent Student Union 

Most students live in the local community during their 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 years. 

This week is Student Volunteering Week. 

Last year the union organised 20 events and projects. 360 hours of voluntary work were completed and funds were raised for charity, 

including for Children in Need. 

Projects and events include: 

 Collecting used books to send to Africa 

 Enactors. This creates social enterprises and builds relationships between schools and the elderly. 

 Movember – raises awareness of men’s issues. £9000 raised so far this month. 

 Rag – activities include tin shaking, cake sales, sky dives and climbing Kilimanjaro. £110,000 raised last year. 

 Varsity – annual sports events with Christchurch, including rugby, football, dance and equestrian activitites. 

 Zero tolerance campaign – raising awareness around sexual assault and the night-time economy. Staff training at student 

venues. 

 Working with the council on projects such as Canterbury Nightline for mental health problems and Homestamp, the 

accommodation accreditation scheme. 

 Canterbury Student Radio, for students and residents. 

 Potential accommodation for students with families 

Going forward the union will be looking at environmental issues including street lighting and cycling. 



A resident asked if the radio station could be a way of connecting students and residents. 

A resident asked what the Union could do to get the message to students about recycling. Aaron said that student landlords need to 

provide separate bins, put notices up in properties and provide students with information when they move in. 

A resident raised the problem of littering and broken bottles. Aaron reported that someone fom the union is working on 

environmental issues. 

 

Close 

The meeting finished with ‘wine and nibbles’. 


